[Characteristics of nonpathogenic Neisseria and Branhamella catarrhalis based on cytopathogenicity].
The study of the action of 12 Neisseria species belonging to 112 strains, 6 B. catarrhalis strains and 202 meningococcal strains on the culture of continuous cell line F1 (human amniotic cells) has revealed that nonpathogenic Neisseria are essentially weaker than meningococci in their pathogenicity (expressed in terms of CPD50). Among nonpathogenic Neisseria highly cytopathogenic strains occur in 13.9% of cases, which gives grounds for considering them opportunistic bacteria. Sharply pronounced correlation between the adhesive and pathogenic properties of Neisseria has been observed. The cytopathogenic action of Neisseria is accompanied by the lesion of the chromosomal apparatus of mitotic infected cells.